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ADOPT-A-PET FOSTER HOME INFORMATION – FAQ’S 
 
What is Adopt-A-Pet? 
ADOPT-A-PET is an al l -volunteer not-for-prof it  humane organizat ion whose purpose is to save 
the l ives of lost,  abandoned or otherwise homeless dogs, cats, puppies and kittens and f ind 
them permanent loving homes.  Adopt-A-Pet is a l icensed animal shelter,  but does not own a 
shelter faci l i ty.   Al l  of our animals are kept in volunteer foster homes or boarded at co-
operat ing animal hospita ls unt i l  they are adopted into their new family.     
 
Where do the animals come from? 
Adopt-A-Pet receives animals from numerous sources, including pol ice or munic ipal  pounds,  
owner give-ups due to family issues, high-ki l l  shelters, and many are found just wandering the 
streets.    Some have just lost their owner through death or ser ious i l lness.  Some have led 
pampered l ives up t i l l  now, and some have known nothing but neglect.  
 
How does fostering benefit an animal? 
It  is  very hard for these animals, a lready abandoned once, to adjust to kennel l i fe which offers 
only minimal care and much conf inement.  The true personal ity of any animal can only be 
assessed adequately when placed in a home environment where the animal is more comfortable 
and receives the love and attent ion it  needs.  This al lows us to learn more about the animal,  
i ts  personal i ty and habits,  so that we can then make a better match for a permanent adopt ion. 
 
How can I help? 
Adopt-A-Pet is  l imited in the number of animals i t  can save by the space i t  has in which to 
temporar i ly house them.  You can help save the l ives of more animals by becoming a foster 
home for one of Adopt-A-Pet ’s animals.   We are always in need of more foster homes so that 
we can get one of our orphans who is current ly being boarded at a vet c l in ic, with l i t t le 
attent ion or exerc ise, into a home environment.    This then also gives us the space to rescue 
the next animal who needs our help.  
 
Is fostering for me?    
The reason most of our foster homes give for foster ing is the most basic:  They want to help.  
They want to make a di f ference in an innocent animal ’s  l i fe.  In addit ion to the desire to help 
animals,  l i festyle,  lack of abi l i ty of make a long-term commitment and f inancia l  considerat ions 
are the main reasons people choose to foster rather than adopt.  When you foster,  the 
commitment you make is not for l i fe.   Your commitment ends when you are sat isf ied that your 
fostered animal is  moving on to the best permanent, loving home it  can have. If  you are 
already a mult i-animal household and have f l i rted with the idea of adding another, fostering 
may be just what you are looking for.   You get al l  the fun and joy of another animal in your 
household, but on a temporary basis without a l l  the expenses.   
 
What are the requirements for fostering an animal? 

•  Foster pets ’  basic needs must be met on a dai ly bas is:  food & water,  grooming, 
exercise, c lean l i t ter boxes, TLC.  

•  Some may have specia l  needs such as medicat ions, bott le-feeding or socia l iz ing. 
•  Foster pets may occasional ly need to be taken to a veter inar ian. 
•  You wi l l  need to make t ime to schedule vis its with prospect ive adopters to meet the pet. 
•  You wi l l  need to provide per iodic updates on your foster animals to the Foster 

Coordinator. 
•  You wi l l  need to occasional ly br ing your foster pet to pet store weekend adopt ion shows.  
•  You may be required to attend a meeting once or twice a year.                 
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Can I foster more than one animal at a time? 
This is  a personal decis ion that only you can make.  Most of our foster homes foster mult ip le 
animals, or at least a pair ,  part icular ly with cats.  Some can only handle one at a t ime.     
 
What does it cost me to foster an animal? 
When you foster for Adopt-A-Pet, we pay for a l l  of the animals ’  veter inary expenses and 
suppl ies.   Though many foster homes provide their own pet food and l i t ter and consider i t 
their  donat ion to the animals, AAP wi l l  provide these i tems for those who have the heart to 
foster but not the f inancia l  means.    
 
Will I be given a sick animal to bring into my home? 
If  your concern about foster ing is  the wel l-being of your own pets,  your concern is ant ic ipated. 
Al l  Adopt-A-Pet animals have been vet checked and treated for worms, paras ites, f leas, skin 
disorders and any viruses or medical  problems discovered.   Cats are Fel ine Leukemia and FIV 
tested.  Dogs are heartworm tested.  Distemper shots are given, and the animal is  spayed or 
neutered i f age permits.    We do our utmost to ensure the animal is healthy before it  arr ives in 
your care so that your animals are not put in harm’s way.    
 
Once I have cared for the animal and bonded with it, how can I possibly then give it 
away? 
Some folks don’t  want to foster because they feel  they’ l l  fa l l  in love with the animal and i t  wi l l  
be hard to give up.  Wel l ,  th is may be true, but what ’s more important is  the good you’ l l  be 
doing for the animal, which is  the ult imate focus of foster ing, and the payoff of seeing it  get 
adopted by someone who wil l  love i t  and provide a permanent home lessens the di f f iculty we 
have in saying good-bye.  You wi l l  have done a good deed … and you can move on to the next 
one who needs your help.  
 
Can I choose the particular animal that I want to foster?   
If  your preference is  to foster only fr iendly or low maintenance animals, we wil l  try to 
accommodate you.  Many foster homes enjoy the chal lenge and receive great personal 
sat isfact ion of teaching an animal that may never have known human kindness to trust.  
Watching the animal change from fearful  and hiding to playful  and lap- loving is  a l l  the reward 
some foster homes ask. 
 
How long does it take before a foster animal will get adopted? 
This is str ict ly pot luck – there is  no way to predict when the r ight person wi l l  come along 
who’s looking for the part icular animal you’re foster ing.   Some animals are with us for one 
day, and some are with us for many months.   Though we prefer not to shuff le an animal 
around too many t imes, a l ternate arrangements can be made i f  you can no longer foster a 
part icular animal or are going on vacat ion.  
 
What if  I decide I want to keep my foster animal? 
Foster ing can lead to a permanent adopt ion i f  the Foster Parent decides he/she wants to keep 
the animal. We discourage, however,  people s igning up to be a Foster Home i f  they are in 
real i ty just looking to adopt and f igure this would be a good way to "test" the animal f i rst,  and 
then after adopt ing would not be able to foster anymore.   A great deal of t ime and tra in ing 
and paper work goes into our Foster Home Approval process and we are real ly only interested 
in people with intentions of making a longer-term commitment for repeat fostering.  
 
Once I’ve committed, do I have to continually foster with no break? 
No.   Foster ing is  st i l l  str ict ly voluntary,  and you are welcome to take breaks in between foster 
animals as you need to.  
 
How do I get started? 
Cal l  us or emai l  us.   We’ l l  send you a Foster Home Appl icat ion for you to f i l l  
out.   An Adopt-A-Pet representat ive wi l l  then contact you and set up a t ime 
for further discuss ion and training.   


